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Stronger bilateral ties
on Modi, MBZ agenda

Agencies

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi held a meeting with
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh
Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan at Hyderabad House
in Delhi on Monday.

Ministry of external affairs
official spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal stated that the two lead-
ers will hold discussions on
entire spectrum of ties between
India and UAE.

Union Minister of Petroleum
and Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh
Puri, Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Piyush
Goyal, National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval and other officials
were present in the meeting.

Taking to X, Randhir Jaiswal
stated, “A warm welcome for a
close friend. PM @narendra-
modi received HH Sheikh
Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi at Hyderabad House. Dis-
cussions on entire spectrum of

India - UAE bilateral relations
and future areas of cooperation
lie ahead.”

PM Modi welcomed Sheikh
Khaled Bin Mohamed Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan and the two leaders
greeted each other with awarm
hug. The two leaders shook
hands and interacted with each
other before proceeding to hold
a meeting.

Sheikh Khaled bin Zayed Al
Nahyan arrived in New Delhi on
September 8 on his first official

visit to India, the ministry of

external affairs said.Union min-
ister of commerce and industry,
Piyush Goyal, received the
Crown Prince upon his arrival.
He was also accorded a ceremo-
nial welcome after he landed in
the national capital.

“A new milestone in a historic
relationship. His Highness
Sheikh Khaled bin Zayed Al
Nahyan arrived in Delhi on his
first official visit to India.
Warmly received by @CimGOI
@piyushgoyal and accorded a
ceremonial welcome,” Randhir

Jaiswal posted on X.

The Crown Prince is on an
official India visit from Septem-
ber 9-10 at the invitation of PM
Modi.

During his visit to India, he is
scheduled to call on President
Droupadi Murmu. He will also
visit Rajghat to pay tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi. On Septem-
ber 10, the Abu Dhabi Crown
Prince will visit Mumbai to par-
ticipate in a Business Forum, in
which business leaders from
both countries will participate.

“India and UAE share histori-
cally close and friendly ties. In
recent years, the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership between
India and UAE has deepenedin a
wide range of areas, including
political, trade, investment, con-
nectivity, energy, technology.
education, and culture,” the min-
istry of external affairs (MEA)
stated in a press release.

“The Crown Prince’s visit will
further reinforce strong India-
UAE bilateral relations and open

continued on -7



‘Investments worth 236,000
crore takmg shape in Bihar’

Subhash Pathak
subhash.pathak@htlive.com

PATNA: Bihar industries depart-
ment has processed allotment
of land for investors to set up
their businesses worth 236,000
crore after they completed the
formalities, industries minister
Nitish Mishra said here on Mon-
day.

Talking to media persons,
Mishra said these were the
investors who had evinced
interest to set up their plants
and operations and pledged
investments to the tune of
50,530 crore in the last few
months at different investors’
meets held in India and abroad.

“The department has orga-
nised investors’ meets in Delhi,
Mumbai, Kolkata, Bengaluru,
Chennai (in India) and Dubai
and San Francisco. In 2023, the
government had organised a
mega investors’ meeting, Bihar
Business Connect, in which over
600 entrepreneurs from across
16 countries had participated.
Out of them, as many as 278

Industry minister Nitish Mishra
addresses a press conference in

Patna Monday.

investors had signed the memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) with the department,”
said the minister.

Mishra said Bihar has of late
emerged as a favourite destina-
tion for investors. “The govern-
ment has unveiled investor-
friendly policy to support start-
ups, development of logistics
parks, setting up of leather and

SANTOSH KUMAR/HT

MISHRA SAID
BIHAR HAS OF LATE
EMERGED AS A
FAVOURITE
DESTINATION FOR
INVESTORS

textile units and providing facil-
ities for export of local goods,”

PN he said, adding that many

renowned industrial houses like
Adani, Britania, HCL and Tiger
Analytics have set up their busi-
nesses in the state.

Industries secretary Bandana
Preyashi said the department
was building a mega food park
on 144 acres of land at Motipur
in Muzaffarpur district at a cost
of 180 crore, an irradiation
centre at Bihta at a cost of ¥53
crore, integrated export and
packing house at Bihta at the
cost of 39 crore, leather park on
64 acres of land at Mahwal in
Muzaffarpur and leather cluster
on 34 acres of land in Kishan-

ganj.



Leverage historical ties for
new areas of cooperation

ecent years have witnessed a range of
watershed moments in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE)-India bilateral
elationship. Across all facets of the
partnership, we have experienced not only
growth and renewal but also a deepening of the
historical bonds of friendship and cooperation
we have long shared.

The official visit to India of Sheikh Khaled bin
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi, this week isa testament to
the strength and continuous enhancement of
the relationship and attests to the importance
the UAE places upon its strategic partnership
with India. The occasion of this visit also pro-
vides an opportunity to reflect upon the trans-
formative impact our ties have had, and will
continue to have in the years to come.

From growing strategic align-
ment to the UAE’s emergence as
India’s second-largest export desti-
nation, third-largest trading part-
ner, and fourth-largest investor,
political, economic, and cultural
ties between the UAE and India
have never been as strong as they

e

Abdulnasser
Alshaali

direct benefits of the CEPA to the UAE's and
India's vital non-oil economic sectors.

I have been fortunate to observe the progres-
sive and constructive effects of this agreement
first-hand through the UAE-India CEPA Coun-
cil — a platform that has been specifically
designed to promote grassroots-level engage-
ment and open dialogue between the govern-
ments and businesses of our two countries.
Direct interactions with businesses across the
length and breadth of India, including green
mobility manufacturers in Andhra Pradesh,
organic farmers in West Bengal, and biotech-
nology entrepreneurs in Maharashtra, have
underscored that India’s diversity is fundamen-
tal to its economic prosperity and future
growth. It is this societal dynamism and cul-
tural diversity that will be crucial in
pushing the boundaries of possibili-
ties beyond the CEPA into all other
facets of our ties.

In nurturing these strengths to
the mutual benefit of both countries,
the UAE remains dedicated to the
continued building of inclusive part-
nerships with India that stretch far

are today.

beyond the critical power centres of

Fundamental to the continued
expansion of our strategic partnership is the
recognition of both governments that it is
essential that our societies are able to obtain
tangible benefits from the strong strategic
foundations we have built. Across all areas of
our relationship, Emiratis and Indians, on a
daily basis, are reaping the rewards of the
closer economic integration, cultural inclusiv-
ity, and political understanding we have con-
sistently sought to foster.

These dynamics can bediscerned in the pos-
itive impacts of the UAE-India Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA).
Since the CEPA’s implementation on May 1,
2022, the UAE and India have witnessed both a
qualitative and quantitative shift in our strate-
gic relationship.

In two years alone, total trade between our
two countries has increased by nearly 15%, with
the UAE's exports to India expanding by over 7%
and Indian exports to the UAE rising by an
impressive 27%. Significantly, the CEPA has con-
tributed to a rapid change in the composition of
our trade. We are witnessing a decreased reli-
ance on hydrocarbons as the key commodity,
which has traditionally shaped trade ties. In fact,
total non-oil trade between the UAE and India
registered a 20% increase in 2023-24. Thisisa
considerable achieverment and underscores the

New Delhi and Mumbai, to emerg-
ing cities such as Vijayawada, Bhubaneswar,
Patna, and Jaipur. Not only that, we also wish
to energise the development of new initiatives,
such as the UAE-India Cultural Council, which
will bring greater awareness to our shared his-
torical bonds and rich cultural tapestries, We
seek to further develop platforms like the UAE-
India Start-up Bridge to ensure the entrepre-
neurial spirit of our two peoples is fully
unlocked. And finally, we are committed to
embracinga visionary approach to fields such
as aviation, where we believe there is no limit to
the benefits that can be achieved through the
provision of greater connectivity and improved
choice for our increasingly agile and interna-
tionally mobile societies.

The outlook for UAE-India bilateral ties is
bright, with numerous opportunities for col-
laboration across various sectors. As both
nations look to establish new avenues for
cooperation in our partnership, fertile ground
exists to further leverage our complementary
economic strengths and shared cultural values
to build a resilient, inclusive, and prosperous
future together.

Abdulnasser Alshaali isthe ambassador of the United
Arab Emirates to India
The views exnressed are personal



New shipbuilding scheme
expected only after 2026

The move aligns with
the government’s
plans to develop
India’s blue economy

Subhash Narayan &
Rhik Kundu
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NEW DELHI: The Ship Building
Financial Assistance Policy that
lapses in 2026 is expected to be
replaced with a new scheme
with expanded incentives for 10
years, two people aware of the
matter said.

The move aligns with the
Union government's plans to
develop India’s blue economy,
or the sustainable use of ocean
resources, and positioning the
country as a ship manufactur-
ing hub.

“The SBFAP, which lapses in
2026, is expected to be replaced
by SBFAP 2.0 after 2026, which
will have expanded incentives
and give impetus to the develop-
ment of the sector,” one of them
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

“The ministry of ports, ship-
ping and waterways, and the
ministry of commerce (Depart-
ment for Promotion of Industry

EERE— ——
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The new scheme will come with expanded incentives for 10 years.H7

and Internal Trade) are working
on schemes to incentivise ship
manufacturing in the country,
including raising the extent of
financial support extended
under the Ship Building Finan-
cial Assistance Policy,” this per-
son added.

Currently, under the SBFAP,
financial assistance is provided
to Indian shipyards for ship-
building contracts signed
between 1 April 2016 and 31
March 2026. But the financial
assistance has dropped to 11%
from 20% in 2016. "There is a
proposal to increase financial
assistance, especially for green

vessels,” the person quoted
above said.

As per the ministry of ports,
shipping and waterways, under
SBFAP, a total of 313 domestic
and export vessel orders were
procured by 39 shipyards since
the inception of the scheme,
with the total value standing at
about 10,500 crore. These ship-
yards have received financial
assistance amounting to ¥337
crore for delivering 135 vessels
to domestic and international
ship owners.

A 35,000 crore package is
also being worked through a
new viability gap funding

scheme to incentivise the con-
struction of inland vessels, with
a plan to extend the support to
entities manufacturing sea-
bound vessels, including cruise
ships, later.

Spokespersons of the minis-
tries of commerce, and ports
didn't immediately respond to
queries.

Promoting domestic ship-
building will help the govern-
ment achieve its target of reach-
ing 5% of the global market
share in shipbuilding, said
experts. “Presently, we have less
than 1% of global tonnage, and it
is not enough to achieve the tar-
geted economic growth and
development of the nation,” said
Pushpank Kaushik, chief execu-
tive of Jassper Shipping.

Domestic shipbuilding will
not only support Indian ship
owners but will also become an
alternate shipbuilding destina-
tion away from Vietnam, Korea,
Japan and China, he added.

“Recognising the need to fast-
forward the growth agenda for
shipbuilding and ship repair
industry in India, government
of India plans to come up with a
new shipbuilding and ship
repair policy,” said Mihir Shah,
partner, transport and logistics,
EY India.



Regulatory reform stuck in a loop in Health Ministry

arlier this year, the Drugs Controller
General of India (DOGI), working under
the direct control of the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, announced
policy initiatives on three issues: recall
guidelines, guidelines on good distribution
practices and the use of similar brand-names by
pharmaceutical companies for their drugs.

All three measures have a direct impact on
public health. Recall guidelines are meant to
swiftly remove drugs that fail testing in
government laboratories from the market. The
guidelines on good distribution practices are
meant to regulate how drugs are stored and
distributed during transit and sale. The measure
against confusing brand names is aimed at
preventing prescription errors, wherein wrong
drugs are dispensed to patients causing them

Urlm'tmately these measures either lack the
force of law or are poorly thought through. For
over a decade, we have seen this old wine of
vague guidelines and cautionary letters sold to us
in a new bottle, disguised as concrete measures
of reform.

The 59th report of the PSC

A good starting point for this discussion is the
59th report of the Department Related
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health &
Family Welfare (PSC) which was tabled in 2012. In
this report, which focused on how the national
drug regulator, the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation (CDSCO) functions, the PSC
raised a host of issues including the lack of recall
guidelines, the lack of standards for storage of
drugs and the problem of confusing brand drug
names,

These issues were flagged decades before the
PSC examined them in its 59th report. The lack of
recall guidelines was flagged during a meeting of
the Drugs Consultative Committee (DCC) back in
1976 when State drug controllers realised that
drugs ordered to be withdrawn in one State due
to quality concerns were being sold ina
neighbouring state. The lack of proper standards
for storage of drugs, especially during
transportation, was flagged by the Supreme Court
of India in 1974, in Swantraj & Ors vs State Of
Maharashtra. Similarly, the issue of similar brand
names for different drugs was flagged by the
Court in 2001 in Cadila Healthcare Limited vs
Cadila Pharmaceuticals Limited .

When the PSC raised these very issues in its
59th report, it created significant pressure on the
Ministry of Health because it demanded follow-up
action. The PSC even published a scathing

“Action Taken Report” the following year
indicating its unhappiness with the lack of
effective reform by the Ministry of Health.
Unfortunately, these issues raised by the PSC over
a decade ago are vet to be tackled effectively and

the co-author of ‘The
Truth Pill: The Myth of
Drug Regudation in
india” {2022)
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Drug Regulation in
India’ (2022

The policy
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have been stuck in a'oop at the Ministry of
Health, since the bureaucracy is either unable or
unwilling to tackle these issues.

guidelines in a loop
For example, the most recent drug recall
guidelines announced in August by the DCGI
were in fact first announced in the year 2012 after
the PSC report was tabled and then again in 2017.
In all three instances, the initiative for drug recall
guidelines came from the office of the DCGI,
except that the DCGI lacks the legal power to
make rules that are binding and have the force of
law. Only the Ministry of Health has that power
under the Constitution. As a result, 48 years after
the lack of recall guidelines was first identified at
the DCC, India continues to have these guidelines
which cannot be legally enforced and the breach
of which have no legal consequences. It is no
wonder then that we never hear of action
ren'sz:ing ‘not of standard quality drugs’ from the
market.

The story with the guidelines to regulate the
storage of drugs during transit and sale is even
more depressing. After the PSC report, a proposal
to adopt good distribution practices guidelines
formulated by the World Health Organization
(WHO) came up for discussion at the meeting of
the DCC in 2013, The proposal at that time was to
make good distribution practices guidelines
legally binding. However, this proposal was
opposed within the DCC because it was felt that it
would be too “difficult to implement” across the
estimated six lakh retail outlets in the country —
the DCC likely anticipated pushback from trade
associations of pharmacies since the good
distribution practices guidelines would require
investments in storage equipment. This
reluctance to make good distribution practices
guidelines mandatory was a dereliction of duty
toward public health because India is a hot and
humid country. In many parts of India, especially
during summer, drugs are guaranteed to degrade
without proper temperature and humidity
controls. In 2019, the GDP guidelines were back
on the DOC’s agenda after a raid at the wholesale
market for medicine at Bhagirath Palace, New
Dethi revealed shockingly poor storage practices

| for drugs, including vaccines. This time though,

|

the DCC resolved to make good distribution
practices guidelines into binding law. The matter
came up again at a meeting of the DCC earlier this
year where the povernment has admitted that the
lack of the binding nature of the GDP* guidelines
was a problem. However, instead of proceeding
to declare the guidelines as binding law, the
government has once again decided to conduct
another round of consultation with stakeholders,
thereby further delaying the implementation of
WHO standards.

The story with confusing brand names follows

| a similar trajectory. Despite being flagged by the

top court in 2001 and the Parliamentary Standing
Committee in 2012, the government did nothing
to fix the problem. After receiving a rap on its
knuckles from the Delhi High Court in 2019, the
government introduced an entirely useless legal
rule to address this issue. Instead of creating an
obligation upon the regulator to vet the brand
names before a drug could be marketed, the
Ministry created a rule requiring pharmaceutical
companies to provide a self-declaration that their
propased brand name was not similar to any of
the existing brand names in the market. In most
other countries, it is the duty of the regulator to
vet the brand name, to ensure that it is not
confusing or misleading from a public health
perspective. It makes no sense to ask the
pharmaceutical industry to self-regulate on this
issue as evidenced by the large mumber of
confusing pharma brand names in India even
after these rules came into force. Earbier this year,
after we wrote about the issue in this daily, the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
intervened and issued notice to the Ministry of
Health. In response, the Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS) wrote a letter to the
Registrar of Trademarks asking to ensure that
confusing trademarks were not registered. The
DGHS completely misses the point that
trademark registration is voluntary. Many
companies do not seek to register their brand
names as a trademark. Even when trademark
applications are filed, the Registrar of Trade
Marks conducts a perfunctory "confusion
analysis” that does not include a public health
perspective. Brand names should ideally be
scrutinised by the regulator for being misleading
and fanciful from a health perspective.

Breaking the loop

The three reform measures discussed here are
reflective of a consistent leadership failure in the
higher echelons of the Ministry of Health, Matters
pertaining to drug regulation are meant to be
guided by a juint secretary heading the Drug
Regulation Section in the Ministry. This officer,
who usually hails from the All India Services,
holds the post for a few years before moving on
to the next posting. She has little domain
expertise in this area and lacks the institutional
knowledge that policymaking requires. We
suspect that with every newly appointed joint
secretary, these files go through with repeated
consultations with stakeholders in the
pharmaceutical industry. In each of these
consultations, the trade assodiations of
pharmacies and pharmaceutical companies use
every trick in the book to stall the necessary
action and the bureaucracy uses a familiar
playbook of repeat consultations to stall concrete
action. We doubt that the loop will be broken
without the direct intervention of the Prime
Minister's Office.



Over 70% child deaths in India are linked to malnutrition

Death rates from malnutrition are much higher in low-income countries, where children often don't get the diversity of nutrients

I DATA POINT

Hannah Ritchie

The Hindu Data Team
n 2021, in India, 0.7 million
children under the age of five
died. Of these, 0.5 million of

the deaths were attributed to child

and maternal malnutrition. That
means, over 70% of them were
linked to nutritional deficiencies.
In the same year, the world over,
4.7 million children under the age
of five died; 2.4 million of those
were attributed to child and mater-
nal malnutrition. That means
around 50% of child deaths -
about 20% points less than India’s
figures — were linked to nutritional
deficiencies.

In most cases, children don't
die of malnutrition. They die from
conditions that are exacerbated or
are triggered by it. In most cases, it
is a risk factor for premature
death. In Chart 1, we can see how
many child deaths are attributed
to different nutritional risk factors
in India.

By far, the biggest is low birth
weight, which often happens be-
cause the mother is malnourished
or has experienced infectious dis-
eases during pregnancy. After the
first few weeks or months of life,
children are also more vulnerable
to infection and disease when they
are underweight or are malnour-
ished and don't develop at a
healthy rate. Hundreds of thou-
sands die as a result of ‘wasting',
which means their weight is too
low for their height, or 'stunting’,
which means they are too short for
their age.

Death rates from malnutrition
are much higher in low-income
countries, where children often
don't get the diversity of nutrients
they need and where infectious
diseases are much more common
In Chart 2, malnutrition deaths
are plotted on the vertical axis and
gross domestic product (GDP) per
person on the horizontal axis. In
rich countries — on the right of the

chart - rates are 20 to 50 times
lower than in the poorest coun-
tries, on the lefi. Most malnutri-
tion deaths occur in Sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia. BRICS coun-
tries are highlighted in the chart.

Thankfully, fewer children are
dying from malnutrition than a
few decades ago. Chart 3 shows
the Institute for Health Metrics
and Evaluation’s estimates of the
number of child deaths related to
malnutrition since 1990 in India.

The world over, around 6.6 mil-
lion deaths were linked to these
risks in 1990. By 2021, this had fal-
len to around 2.4 million - a 63%
drop. Improvements in nutrition
have driven some of this decline.
In India, the corresponding drop
was from 2.4 million to 0.5 million
~ a 80% drop.

Progress in tackling infectious
diseases has also been crucial. Dis-
ease and malnutrition have a bidi-
rectional relationship. This means
that if diseases are less common,
the health risks from being mal-
nourished are also lower. In the
last few decades, deaths from diar-
rhoeal diseases have plummeted
thanks to clean water, improve-
ments in sanitation, handwashing,
and better and more widespread
treatments. Antimalarials and bed-
nets have reduced malaria death
rates. Most children are vaccinated
against tuberculosis, and a grow-
ing number are against rotavirus.

Support for mothers and babies
during pregnancy and after birth
has also improved. More births are
attended by skilled health work-
ers, which means that when ba-
bies are born with very low birth
weights, professional medical
workers are there to help and
advise.

Tackling the diseases and
health conditions that affect mal-
nourished children is another way
of reducing the poor health out-
comes of malnutrition. But of
course, improving the nutrition of
children and mothers is crucial.
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Deaths from hunger

Charts were sourced from an article published in Our World in Data titled “Half of all child deaths are linked to malnutrition®

Chart 1: Number of child deaths in India attributed to
wvarious nutritional risk factors

Chart 3: Number of child deaths in India attributed to
various nutritional risk factors over time {in million)
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Chart 2: The chart plots country-wise malnutrition death rates (per 100,000 people) against the GDP per capita
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